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One Life—The Importance of Community. 

A plug here for small groups, in my research and experience 
it is in small groups that conversion and renewal take place. I 
understand one may come to a maturity of faith by coming 
to services and listening to sermons and sharing in the 
breaking of the bread. But this is not the universal 
experience. For most it is a much longer process of rejection, 
gradual discernment and faithful fellowship support that 
leads to faith. Over the years, I have observed that faith 
needs continual nourishment and growth that is best met by 
being a member of a small group. There the meaning of life is 
tested by breaking open God’s word and reflecting on it in 
prayer. We do not all learn at the same rate; a caring small 
group allows us to grow at our own pace. 
 

These groups also provide our need for social contact. We 
have been created to interact with others. It is not healthy 
for us to be isolated from others. However, we are not all 
extroverts. Some of us find it hard to relate to others 
particularly when our issues may be of a difficult nature, and 
let’s face it we all have issues from time to time. A caring 
small group will give us the space and confidence over time 
to share our issues with others knowing they will not go out 
of the group. Just the sharing is a big step forward in 
resolving the issue for us. 
 

I believe in my heart of hearts that no Church will grow that 
does not have a commitment to small groups and a large 
participation of members in them. 
 
Canon Gary 

7 May, 2017 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Welcome 
New here? 

Whether you are visiting, 

wanting explore faith, or 

find a new church home, 

welcome, its great to have 

you with us. 

 

What to expect 

While each of our Sunday 

services are unique, you will 

find warm and friendly 

people looking to journey in 

life together. 

 

You’re our guest 

If you are a guest with us 

today, please don’t feel you 

need to give any money in 

the offering. This service is 

the gift of our members to 

you.  

 

What next? 

If you want to know more 

about our church and how 

to take your next step with 

us, please talk to one of our 

friendly Welcomers on 

Sunday’s, or get in touch 

with the office during the 

week. We’d be happy to 

help. 

St Matthew’s  
Upper Coomera 

Holy Rood 
Oxenford 

St James  
Biggera Waters 
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For your study and prayers 

Daily Bible Readings for next week…. 
 Monday:  1 Chronicles 21 
 Tuesday:   1 Chronicles 22 
 Wednesday:  1 Chronicles 23 
 Thursday:  1 Chronicles 24 
 Friday:   1 Chronicles 25 
 Saturday: 1 Chronicles 26 

 
 
 

Prayer of the Week O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your 

people: help us when we hear his voice to know him who calls us each by name, and 
to follow where he leads; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
Daily Prayers Brett, Denise & Ray Eolkin, Patti Smith, Sandra Ward, Ann Kruger, 
Allison Boniface, Gerry Adams and Chelsea. 
 
CMS Link Missionaries Please pray for Adam & Helene Ramsay and their children 
Leo, Ellie and Bertie in Chiba Kanto, Japan, and for their ministry there. 
 
The future for GCNAC: Please pray the ongoing search for an Associate Priest, and 
that this be guided by the Holy Spirit, according to God’s will; thus enabling the right 
leadership team for GCNAC.  
 

 

For first time Bible readers we suggest 
you allow 10 minutes at the same time 
each day: 3 minutes to make coffee, 1 
minute for silent prayer, 3 minutes to 
read the Bible passage and 3 minutes to 
pray about your day. If want some help or 
further suggestions please contact Revd 
John Dougherty on 0417 190 817 or by 
email revjohndougherty@gmail.com 

Have you checked out our website? 

www.goldcoastnorth.org.au   

Parish Office, Upper Coomera…   
 

The Parish Office will be open Wednesday and Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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From Rev. John 

Parish Administration Team 
I am so thankful for all that is happening with regard to the Parish Office over the 
last few weeks. Just to keep you in the loop, this is what is going on: 
 
 Karen Jefferson is our Parish Administration Officer, two days per week—

Wednesdays & Thursdays. At the last Parish Council meeting, it was agreed that 
Karen be offered the role in a permanent part-time capacity.  

 Parish Council have agreed in principle with having a Parish Manager. A team is 
finalising the position description and salary package to take back to Parish 
Council for approval. More details to come. 

 I am delighted to say that we have had several people express an interest in 
becoming a voluntary Office Assistant. A meeting will be held tomorrow 
(Monday 8th)  at 10:30am in the Parish Office at 142 Billinghurst Crescent, 
Upper Coomera. 

 
If you have any enquiries regarding the office restructure, the roles or any other 
matter related to this, please do not hesitate to contact me via phone or email or 
talk to me after church. 
 

Whose Your One Life? 
Our current sermon series, One Life, sees us exploring the Acts lectionary readings. 
The big idea is that we get one life, and that meaning and purpose for our life is 
found in a relationship with God through Jesus, and in loving service to others.  
 
As part of the sermon series we are inviting you to take a One Life card, and write 
down the name of an individual or a couple, that you would love to see know God’s 
love for them and have them join our church family. I know there will be many 
people on your list, but we want to, with laser focus, concentrate on praying for, 
building relationship and blessing that person or couple, and then ask God to 
provide opportunities for us to talk about faith and invite them to a church event.  
 
I am confident all of you can pray and bless your one life, and I confident that God 
will give you the words and the opportunities to talk about Him and invite your one 
life to a church event. 
 

Small Groups 
Small groups are the life blood of any church and today’s reading highlight this. I am 
hoping to hold a meeting in the not too distant future with current small group 
leaders, and to hold training for those who want to explore leading a small group. If 
you would like to explore whether you are called to facilitate a small group, please 
get in touch with me.  



 4 

 

Parish Diary 

TODAY and LATER THIS WEEK: 
 

Tuesday May 9 
St Matthew’s Church Craft Group @ St Matthew’s 9-12pm. Every second Tuesday from 
May 9. 
 

FURTHER AHEAD: 
Sunday 14 May  
MU Card stall @ St James - 2nd Sunday of each month 
 

Monday  15  May 
Parish Council Meeting  - 6pm @ St Matthew’s 
 
 

Thursday 25 May 
Quiet Morning @ St James, The Fabric of our Lives, hosted my GCN Mother’s Union, led 
by Rev’d Lyn Dunn 9am (9:30am start) till 1pm Lunch afterwards. All welcome (Rev’d Lyn 
Dunn) 

 

Sunday 28 May 
Visit by Capt. David Ellis, President, Mission to Seafarers. 8am @ HR Service, followed by 
morning tea and presentation in the HR Family Centre. All welcome (Rev’d Lyn Dunn) 

 

Sunday 4 June 
One World Festival Events celebrated across all GCNA churches. More details to follow!  
 

Saturday 15 July 
Ladies Breakfast @ St James (Marilyn Pappas) 
 

Saturday 29 July 
Christmas in July @ Holy Rood Family Centre. 
 

Friday 1 September – Sunday 3 September 
Parish Family camping weekend—further details contact Wade & Kelly Lofthouse or visit 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsnjPtxr_9ftNSNpcL7rPLw  
 

Sunday 10 September 
Bishop Alison Taylor’s Episcopal visit 
 

Friday 20 October 
Parish Ladies Dinner @ St Matthews (more details to come) 
 

Saturday 4 November 
Memorial Service @ St James, 2pm. Further details contact Lyn Martin or Revd Lyn Dunn 
 

Tuesday 7 November 
Melbourne Cup Luncheon & Op Shop Fashion Parade @ Holy Rood – for more info contact 
Lesley Dunlop 
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World Vision Membership  - We have a number of our people who have joined or 
re-joined our club this year to support our five World Vision children, however we 
need to have many more parishioners to take part. It has been said that if we do not 
maintain and increase our membership, we will have to reduce the number of 
children we support. This would be very regrettable for we have been giving support 
since 1997. Please make contact with your Vingt-Sept collector in the service that 
you normally attend and play your part in this very special ministry. Thanks in 
anticipation, Peter Burt 

Baptism - Today at St Matthew’s Church. Please pray for Ava Wood, her parents, 
families & godparents. 

What’s Going On? 

Elvanto Rosters— Volunteers/Coordinators, please remember to log into your       
Elvanto account this week and mark your “unavailability” for the next few months. 
For the Roster Coordinators, a gentle reminder to have the June Rosters entered into  
Elvanto or sent in to the Parish Office by the 20th of this month. (Thank you those 
who have created and sent in their rosters already.  It is much appreciated.) 

Trivia Night - We will be holding a Trivia Night at St. James Hall on Friday the 19th 
May 2017, 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm start. The cost is $5.00 per person. Tea/coffee will 
be available throughout the night, but please feel free to bring nibbles and refresh-
ments for your table. Bring your friends to make up a table or join with others on 
the night. There will be 50 cent raffles during the night, plus a lucky door prize, and 
the main raffle, with 3 prizes to be won. For further information please contact Mar-
ilyn Pappas on 0424997476. Come along and join the fun. Money raised on the 
night will be given to our World Vision Children and School Chaplaincy. 
 
Parish Events/Diary Planning Day - The office will be closed from 12pm on  
Wednesday 24 May, as we look at firming up the Parish Calendar /Diary for 2017. 
Anyone who is  running an event or ministry, whether it be the stalls, breakfasts etc;  
we would invite you to email the office with your intended dates ,times etc. 
(anglicangcn@bigpond.com). This will help John and the office have a clear picture 
of the parish events and what will be locked in and approved. Exciting times and 
thank you for your support. We look forward to hear from you all. 
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 GROUP FACILITATOR AND  
CONTACT  

VENUE/LOCALITY DAY/TIME 

Pat & Barry Schmidt 
5529 3802 

 Home Study Group 
Biggera Waters 

Mondays 6.55pm 

Don Campbell 
0412 277 737 

Prayer Meeting St Matthew’s Church 
Upper Coomera 

Tuesdays 8.00-8.45am 

Parish Office 
5580 5814 

Coomera Craft Circle 
St Matthew’s Church 

Upper Coomera 

Tuesdays 9am—12noon 
Fortnightly during school terms 

Pam Wain 
5501 5302 

Home Study Group 
Hollywell 

Tuesdays 10.00-11.30am 

Rod & Lesley Dunlop 
5668 5717 

 Home Study Group 
Coomera Waters 

Tuesdays 7.00-9.00pm 

Ruth Bradley 
 0452 511 321 

Home Study Group 
Coomera Waters 

Tuesdays 7.30pm 

Ian Boniface 
0414 279 088 

Prayer Meeting St Matthew’s Church 
Upper Coomera 

Thursdays  6.00-6.45am 

Pat Grant 0412 730 979 
George Osborne 5577 3738 

Home Study Group 
Biggera Waters 

Thursdays 7.00-9.00pm 

Glenda Murrell 
0405 470 528 

Mainly Music 
Holy Rood Family Centre 

Thursdays 9.15am 

Bev & Ian Huguenin 
5573 6211 

PATSIMAC—Prayer for Aboriginal &  
TSI Ministry &  concerns. 

Helensvale 

2nd Thursday monthly 
1.30-2.30pm 

Pat Grant 
0412 730 979 

Social Craft Group 
St James Church Hall 

Fridays 9.30am—12noon 

Pat Grant 
0412 730 979 

Evening Prayer Time 
St James Church Hall 

Fridays 5.30pm 

Lyn Martin 
5537 2024 

Ladies’ Prayer Group  
Biggera Waters 

1st Saturday of month 8.00am 

Gail Beattie 
5563 7170 

Cursillista’s Group 
St James Church Hall 

Biggera Waters 

Last Sunday monthly  
(after 9.00am service) 

Group Gatherings….. 
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GIVING 
 Direct Deposit via Internet Banking into our bank account— 
 Gold Coast North Anglican Psh—Easy Access   BSB 704-901 Account # 00001100 
 Deposit over counter at Westpac Bank into our bank account— 
 Gold Coast North Anglican Psh—Easy Access   BSB 034-844 Account # 00001100 
 ANFIN Parish Direct—forms available at the Welcome Desk or from the Parish Office. 

Service Times  
St James Anglican Church, 41 Brighton Street, Biggera Waters 

    Sunday   7.30am  
    Sunday  9.00am  (Kids Church/Sunday School) 

    Wednesday 9.30am  
Holy Rood Anglican Church, 192 Tamborine-Oxenford Road, Oxenford 

    Sunday  8am  
St Matthew’s Anglican Church, 142 Billinghurst Crescent, Upper Coomera 

    Sunday   10.00am (Kids Church/Sunday School) 
    Sunday   5.30pm (Sunday Night Life) 
 

 Contact Details 
Priests          Parish Office 
Rev John Dougherty (0417 190 817)     142 Billinghurst Crescent 
Email: revjohndougherty@gmail.com    Upper Coomera Qld 4209 
Rev Canon Gary Smith (0407 141 468)    Office Hours: 9am-4pm Wed/Thurs 

Email: garysmith@goldcoastnorth.org.au 

Rev Mary-Anne Rulfs (0403 049 124)    

Deacons and Spiritual Companions  Phone:  5580 5814 

Rev Lyn Dunn (0413 528 670)     Fax:  5580 5876 
Rev Rosanne Stower (0421 725 275)  

Wardens      

Katrina Lyon (0439 735 391)      Email: anglicangcn@bigpond.com  
Karen Jones (0403 952 262)      www.goldcoastnorth.org.au 
Allison Boniface (5573 1498) 
 

For further contact details of ministries and ministers within Gold Coast North Anglican Church please refer 
to www.goldcoastnorth.org.au or contact the Parish Office. 

CREATING SAFE CHURCHES—Office of Professional Standards 
Protection from Harm  The Anglican Diocese of Brisbane takes allegations of abuse and harm seriously. The Professional 
Standards Canon and the Protocol for Dealing with Complaints of Abuse provide clear and transparent processes for the 
management of complaints of abuse.  Persons who may have been harmed by a Church worker, or who know of someone else 
who has, are encouraged to come forward.  All complaints will be treated sensitively and confidentially.  The Director of 
Professional Standards will respond to all complaints and will assist you to understand the processes involved.  Please contact 
Office of Professional Standards, St Martin’s House, 373 Ann Street, Brisbane 4000 (GPO Box 421, Brisbane 4001):  Phone 1800 
242 544;  Fax 07 3831 9873;  Email gmilles@anglicanchurchsq.org.au 

mailto:gmilles@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

SENTENCE 
 

‘I am the good shepherd,’ says the Lord. ‘The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep.’ John 10.11  

 
 

COLLECT 
 

God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep: send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to feed one 
another with understanding; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and  

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Baptised and communicant members of other Christian churches professing the 
Apostolic (or historic Christian) faith are invited to receive Holy Communion.  All are 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing, whether or not baptised or confirmed. 

Worship with us today…. 

Next Sunday’s Readings:   
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Reading:  Acts 7: 55-60 
Psalm: 31: 1-5, 17-18 (p.250 of APBA)  

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2: 11-25 
Gospel: John 14: 1-14 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Reading:  Acts 2: 42 –47 
Psalm: 23 (p.243 of APBA)  

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 2: 1-10 
Gospel: John 10:  1-10 


